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September 16, 11:30 a.m. 

Acadian Ambulance  

2916 N. University 

 

November 12, Noon 

Chief Justice Kitty Kimball 

Petroleum Club 

Joint Meeting with Rotary Club 
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Lafayette's newest funeral home broke ground recently with family and a host of dedicated well-

wishers in attendance.  Gene Walters, and his son, Ross Walters, will run the day-to-day opera-

tions of the 11,000 square foot facility. The funeral home is located at 2424 North University 

and will service all of Lafayette and the surrounding areas.    "This is a dream come true for the 

Walters family. We're excited to embark on a new journey as a family-owned and family-

managed business,ò stated Gene Walters. 

 

Gene has been a funeral director/embalmer 

for many years, and has trained scores of 

directors and embalmers who work in La-

fayette Parish.  Ross is a graduate of UL 

Lafayette and Commonwealth School of 

Funeral Services where he received a de-

gree in mortuary science.   Also helping in 

the business is the daughter of Phyllis and 

Gene Walters, Cecile Walters Hebert, who 

has assisted in the planning and marketing 

phase of the funeral home venture. 

 

Best Wishes from ULEDF to the Walters in their family business endeavor! 

 
Pictured From left: Ken Fuselier of Master Builders; Gene, Phyllis and Ross Walters; Joey Durel, City-Parish 

President; Rob Guidry, Chamber of Commerce; Greg Gothreaux, Lafayette Economic Development Authority 

WALTERS FUNERAL HOME GROUNDBREAKING CELEBRATED! 

 

In conjunction with the UL Logos being painted at the I-10/

University Ave. interchange in Upper Lafayette Parish, area 

landowners have agreed to participate in landscaping their 

properties with beautiful plantings in ULôs colorful red and 

white theme.  UL Horticulture Professor Jim Foret has 

spend a great deal of time and effort on this project, with 

the input from Lafayette City Parish President Joey Durel, 

ULEDF, and ULôs architecture and graphic design profes-

sors.  In early summer, Foret and Jan Swift traveled to Live 

Oak Gardens locations in New Iberia and Bunkie to view 

the colorful foliage of various crepe myrtles.  The Arapaho 

crepe myrtle was selected as the best choice for the project, 

both for its vibrant red color as well as its hardiness and 

growth patterns.  Thank goodness ULEDF has access to  

generous and kind supporters such as Professor Foret!   

 

Keep your eye on Honda of Lafayette and the new Cracker Barrel at University and I-10 which 

will be the first two businesses to incorporate Professor Foretôs suggestions to make the area 

go red and white.  Special thanks to Mike Roberts (Honda) and Jim Bickley (Cracker Barrel) 

for leading the way in promoting this landscape redesign.  Letôs make the University Exit the 

vibrant intersection that it was meant to be!   Anyone desiring more information please contact 

jan@upperlafayette.com. 

RED AND WHITE LANDSCAPING CHOSEN FOR UNIVERSITY AVE. PROJECT 

Professor Jim Foret And Live Oak 

Garden employee 
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ñUpper Lafayette, On the Move,ò our television series running on Acadiana Open Channel, will spotlight  State Representative 

Rickey Hardy in the coming weeks.  Rep. Hardy is well known in the community for  

championing issues relating to education and justice, much in keeping with our foundationôs 

mission is to be a catalyst for change.  ULEDF Executive Director Jan Swift and Hardy met at 

Parc Sans Souci in Downtown Lafayette on July 28, 2009, to catch up on issues from the recent 

Louisiana legislative session and discuss legislation important to the Representative from Dis-

trict 44. 

 

One of the most compelling issues on Hardyôs agenda is the need for students engaged in any 

extra-curricular activities to maintain at least a 2.0 average in their high school studies.  Hardy 

first introduced this idea while serving as a Lafayette Parish School Board member representing 

District 3, an area populated with many under-resourced families living in  

poverty and facing a disproportionate drop out rate.  Continuing this battle as a state legislator, Hardy has come up against  

opposition from groups such as the LHSAA and the Legislative Black Caucus who argue that raising the grade requirement may lead 

to a greater drop out problem.  According to Hardy, the students will rise to the occasion if mandated to do so, and in fact, other 

school districts, such as in our neighboring East Baton Rouge Parish, have already adopted the more stringent grade minimums fol-

lowed around the country.  ULEDF encourages Hardy to continue his efforts to ensure that all children, particularly those in high-

risk environments, are empowered to reach their true potential by making studies a higher priority. 

 

Outside of legislative issues, Hardy has also issued a challenge to us here at the Upper Lafayette Economic Development Foundation 

to promote a special dream of his.  Children living in Acadiana with special needs, whether they are wheelchair bound, blind, born 

with Downôs Syndrome or autism, do not have a playground offering equipment which meets their special sensory and development 

disabilities.  Upon a bit of research, it became clear that Rep. Hardy has identified a well-needed recreational opportunity.  Other 

areas of the country, from coast to coast, are integrating playgrounds which are not only wheelchair accessible, but encourage chil-

dren of all abilities to interact and have fun together.   The W. K. Kellogg Foundation is a leading example of a philanthropic leader 

in assisting communities to make this dream a reality.  Anyone interested in this issue please refer to http://www.wkkf.org.  
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Upper Lafayette Economic Development Foundation is an association of proactive indi-

viduals and business leaders, joined together to be a catalyst for change.  The Foundationôs 

mission is to enhance and direct the positive, planned growth of Upper Lafayette, focusing 

on quality of life, while participating in the overall development of the Greater Lafayette 

Metropolitan Area. 

Anyone desiring more information about our foundation is encouraged to call Jan Swift at 

(337)572-9877 Ext. 108 or email jan@upperlafayette.com.  Also, please visit 

www.upperlafayette.com for a membership application and brochure. 

UPPER LAFAYETTE, ON THE MOVE! FEATURES STATE REP. RICKEY HARDY  

Jan Swift & Rickey Hardy  

Acadian Ambulance Service, Inc. Horace Guidry John W. Milton, Attorney at Law 

Acadiana C. A. R. E. S. Hallmark Jewelers MidSouth Bank 

Acadiana Computer Systems, Inc. Home Bank Our Lady of Lourdes 

Acadiana Rubber & Gasket Home Furniture Poche Prouet & Associates 

Accel Protection & Technologies, LLC Hub City Ford Republic Beverage Company 

Allstates Building Systems Iberia Bank Ron J. Gaubert Realtors 

Anytime Fitness Kidney Consultants of La. Schilling Distributing Co., Inc. 

Aries Marine Corporation Lafayette Convention & Visitors Bureau Ken Simeral 

ASH/Badger Oil Company LeBlanc's Auto Wholesale/Richard LeBlanc SLEMCO 

Associated Travel Group Michelle Leder Stevens RV Center 

Atmos Energy  LLLand, LLC Stirling Properties 

Bizzuka The Lolley Group Terry J. Rogers, Ltd. 

Castille Properties Lowry's Printing and Copying Sandy Thibodeaux 

CENAC, Inc./Acadian Hills Country Club Dr. Don and Mrs. Barbara McConnell Monty Warren 

Joey Durel McDonald's of Acadiana Whitney National Bank 

Gulf States Real Estate Services Flo Meadows  

Special Thanks To Upper Lafayette Economic Development Foundation Members: 


