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UPPER LAFAVETTE ONTHE MOVE....

A crowd of friends and dignitaries joined the Citrons on
February 1, 2010 as they celebrated 67 years as Hub City
Ford! Rusty Citron proudly recounted the family’s years
of service in our community and unveiled their beautifully
remodeled facility designed by architect Kevin Gossen
and built by J.B. Mouton & Associates. By investing
approximately $10,000,000.00 to construct this state-of-
the-art facility for its loyal Ford customers, the Citron’s
have truly provided a showplace for Upper Lafayette!

We are indebted to Marcelle and Todd Citron, who have
been instrumental in promoting ULEDF since its incep-
tion in 2006. Best wishes for continued prosperity!
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ULEDF BOARD MEETS FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING
On January 13" the ULEDF Board held a strategic planning to outline important initiatives for 2010. Facilitated
by Dr. Sandy Dooley, LSU Ag Center, our biggest challenge was to remain focused because of the many issues
that raise the passion of our membership. The board reached a consensus to address three major areas of inter-
est: advocacy, education, and membership.

Marcelle and Todd Citr(;n. Hub City Ford

Advocacy is a broad reaching term. We hope to advocate for a positive change by looking at current issues and
determining how they are going to affect our future. What are the issues facing us today and how can ULEDF
represent its membership to ensure the quality of life as Upper Lafayette moves forward? We also agreed to
address growth in our membership. We have a budget of approximately $50,000 per year and the needs of our
organization continue to grow. How can we bring value to our members and keep costs low?

Education is a basic infrastructural component that drives quality of life and economic development. We are
focused on those educational issues that are affecting our children, such as raising high school graduation rates
and addressing facility and educational program needs in Lafayette Parish.

Lastly, our board will be working with LEDA to compile economic development and demographic statistics to
be made available to interested parties looking at growing into Upper Lafayette Parish. This information will be
available on our website and in brochure format and should be available in the coming months.

Letter from the President : Dr. Ross Judice, Acadian Ambulance

We are all filled with euphoria over the Saints victory in the Super Bowl.
The collective pride in all Louisianans is at an all time high today — we feel
like we can accomplish anything! Several weeks ago the Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) published a study ranking the states on their level of
happiness. Louisiana was ranked #1 which of course is no surprise to any
of us. Now that we have the Super Bowl Champions and we’re #1 in happi-
ness, perhaps our optimism and confidence will propel us to addressing
many of the problems that we have in our state and community. We all
long for the day where we are #1 in all the good health statistics as well as
#1 in education. One of my pet peeves is when I hear people trying to get
Louisiana up to the “southern average.” In my opinion, this is aiming low.

We have a very important issue ahead of us in our community. We must
aim high and address whether we should move forward with deconsolidat-
ing the city parish government or staying as one governmental entity. [’ve
listened to some very smart people on both sides of the issues and hope that
over the next several weeks and months we can come together as an in-
spired community and seek victory for our citizens. This means that everyone must take an active interest
in the ideas that are expressed on both sides of the issue and we do what is right for Lafayette.

Our organization will strive to keep our members informed on this issue, so stay tuned to our newsletter and
website. We remain strong advocates for our community and you - our members.
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breakfast meeting, which provides an opportunity to recognize individuals who make a difference in the Caren-
cro business community. Breakfast was delicious and generously underwritten by sponsors Lee Verret of State
Farm, SLEMCO and Entergy. Lee Verret also entertained the crowd as Emcee, and ribbed guest speaker, Mayor
Glenn Brasseaux, as only close friends can do! ARENCRO

Prejean’s Restaurant was the setting on January 29, 2010 for Carencro Business Association’s (“CBA”) annual m

USINESS
Mayor Brasseaux provided an overview of developments in Carencro during the past year, including a favorable

report on real estate activity. The Tax Incremental Financing (“TIF”) District covering businesses between
Gloria Switch Road and Hwy. 726 is collecting approximately $30,000 per month in additional tax revenues,
thus funding additional infrastructure needs in Carencro. 2010 looks to be a good year in Carencro. \

SSOCIATION

Candy Baque, Chairperson of the Economic Development committee, was honored as 2009 Outstanding Business Person. Kit Becnel and Joel
Hilbun, of the Carencro High School Academy of Information Technology, were also recognized for their highly acclaimed School of Choice.
Local businesses were encouraged to hire IT interns this year who will work up to 180 hours at a pay of $1,500 - $1,800, and gain work skills.

ULEDF salutes the Carencro Business Association and wishes you another successful year! Interested persons may contact Liz Breaux at
Idsavoie@cox.net or 886-9991 for more information on the association.

NORTHSIDE HIGH LAW SIGNATURE PROGRAM HOSTS LA. BAR FOUNDATION

] } ¥ é 3 = Northside High’s courtroom was the site for the La. Bar Foundation’s Acadiana Annual Fellows Luncheon

E.\?ry Lc‘l’”ma“a on Feb. 3,2010. Led by Liz Tullier, Lead Teacher for the Law Signature School, area judges and lawyers
citizen deserves

were treated to a preview of the arguments to be made by students participating in the Mock Trial competi-
tion to be held on March 6. Based upon the factual setting of the Great Flood of 1927 as set forth in “The
Rising Tide,” Rebeckah Romero and Donovan Aaron George gave compelling arguments for the plaintiff
and defense. Watching these two students in the “Classroom to Courtroom” Project, the wisdom of the Bar
», - Foundation in affording Northside High its own courtroom was obvious: we watched future legal advocates
reeetl S J shine in a relaxed and supportive setting. Best wishes to all students of the Law Signature Program in up-
Rebeckah Romero and Donovan George ~coming Mock Trial competitions! And special kudos to Liz Tullier: You are dedicated and Inspiring!!

Local grantees of funds raised by the La. Bar Foundation were also recognized at the luncheon catered by Northside High School’s Culinary pro-
gram. Acadiana Legal Corporation (affords access to legal services for those unable to pay), Faith House, the Extra Mile, Lafayette Parish Bar
Foundation and others were awarded funds raised from interest earned by monies held in Louisiana lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA program).
Millions of dollars in grants are awarded each year throughout Louisiana to deserving organizations who give a helping hand to those in need.

Upper Lafayette Economic Development Foundation is an association of proactive individuals and business leaders, joined together to be a cata-
lyst for change. The Foundation’s mission is to enhance and direct the positive, planned growth of Upper Lafayette, focusing on quality of life,
while participating in the overall development of the Greater Lafayette Metropolitan Area. Contact jan@upperlafayette.com for more information.

Special Thanks To Upper Lafayette Economic Development Foundation Members:

PLATINUM GOLD BRQNZE
Acadian Ambulance Service Atmos Energy Acad¥ana C"AR.E-S
Acadiana Computer Systems, Inc. Home Bank Acadian Hills Country Club
Acadiana Rubber & Gasket VALOR Commercial Real Estate Joey Durel )
Aries Marine Corporation SILVER Edward Jones/Bob Crist
ASH/Badger Oil Company Accel Protection & Technologies Horace Guidry .
Bizzuka Allstates Building Systems Lafayette Convention & Visitors Bureau
Home Furniture Anytime Fitness LeBlanc’s Auto Wholesale/Richard LeBlanc
Hub City Ford, Inc. Aspen Clinic Le.e Verret/State Farm Insurance Agency
IberiaBank Associated Travel Group Michelle Leder
McDonald’s of Acadiana BBR Creative The Lolley Group )
MidSouth Bank Hallmark Jewelers Lowry’s Printing and Copying
Our Lady of Lourdes Master Builders & Specialists, Inc. Flo Meadows
Republic National Distributing Company Dr. and Mrs. Don McConnell Melancon I-49 Storage Center
Schilling Distributing Company Mello Joy Poche Prouet & Associates
Stevens RV Center Stirling Properties RonJ .‘Gaubert Realtors
Whitney Bank Terry J. Rogers, LTD Ken Simeral
SLEMCO

Walters Funeral Home
Buddy Webb/Rayne State Bank
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